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I never feel dressed until I have
a folding knife in my pocket.
Everybody in the family knows
this—anytime there’s a rope to
be cut, a package to be opened or
a branch to be nipped off, they
come looking for me.
This affliction causes me to ac-
cumulate pocket knives in con-
siderable quantity. The latest
object in the ever-growing col-
lection is the Outdoor Edge
Swinky, a neat little multi-mis-
sion knife with a 2-inch clever-
type blade that’s literally razor
sharp out of the box.

It’s cast of 7Cr17 stainless,
which experts tells me maintains
good appearance and corrosion
resistance but is not as hard as
some grades—this means it gets
dull faster, but is also easier to
sharpen.
But the big point of difference in
this knife is the other end of that
blade—there’s both a flathead
screwdriver/paintcan opener and
a bottle-opener located there.
Combining four tools into one
blade allows the knife to fold
neatly into a very flat composite
handle just 3/8 inch thick. Many
multi-tools are so “fat” that
they’re uncomfortable to carry,

From thefishingwire.com

OAKLEY, Calif. – Major
League Fishing Bass Pro Tour
angler Ish Monroe of Oakdale,
California, brought a five-bass
limit to the scale last Friday
weighing 21 pounds even to win
the three-day Toyota Series at
the California Delta tournament
in Oakley, California. Monroe’s
three-day total of 15 bass weigh-
ing 65-13 earned him the win by
a 16-pound, 7-ounce margin –
the third-largest margin of vic-
tory in Toyota Series history –
over second-place angler Beau
Joudrey of Oakley, California,
and earned Monroe the top pay-
out of $23,420 in the second
tournament of the 2020 Toyota
Series Western Division.
"The first day, we had a slack

tide in my best area, so I started
on a different spot just because
the tide was running," said Mon-
roe, who earned his third career
FLW victory on the California
Delta. "There was some current
there, and I started punching and
caught them right away. I had
over 20 pounds in the first hour."

Monroe fished a Missile Baits D
Bomb in the PB&J color on a
5/0 or 6/0 River2Sea Ish Monroe
New Jack Flippin hook and had
two different weight sizes de-
pending on where he was punch-
ing.

He punched with his signature
series 8-foot heavy Daiwa Tatula
Elite Series rod that he paired
with an 8.1:1 Daiwa Tatula Elite
Pitch/Flip reel spooled with 70-
pound-test Daiwa Samurai
braided line.

After sacking 21 pounds, 4
ounces on the first day, Monroe
found himself in third place, and

but this one is not.

It comes out of your pocket
quick, without a hitch because of
the flat design, too. Or if you pre-
fer, use the included pocket clip
to hang it on your belt or knife
pocket. Weight is 1.9 ounces—

you’ll barely know it’s there.

A feature that’s particularly
handy is that the screwdriver
portion extends beyond the han-
dle when closed. Push down on
it with your thumb and the blade
pops out—you can easily open

the knife single-handed, a big
plus when you’re working on
something that has your other
hand occupied.
The only thing I wish this knife

had that it does not is a lockback
feature. That’s always a big
safety feature, particularly in a
knife likely to be used for work.
A slip-joint knife can acciden-
tally close on your fingers if
you’re not careful, so it requires
an extra measure of caution when
using.
Pricing is good for an imported

knife at $24.95. Details at
www.outdooredge.com.

Gerber Multiplier Salt
If you’ve ever owned a Gerber

knife, you know the quality they
build into all their products—
that’s why their stuff has a lim-
ited lifetime warranty.  The
cleverly-named “Magniplier”
Salt is equally well made, and
has some interesting added fea-
tures you don’t see in other fish-
ing pliers.
The pliers are 8.4” long, big
enough to handle big offshore
hooks and wire-cutting but still
right-sized for inshore trout and
redfish dehooking duties.
The design includes what they

call “Bearhand Control”—an-
other bit of clever naming—
which gives a stronger grip with
less effort. It’s an ergonomic con-

trol system designed to take full
advantage of the mechanics of
the hand, according to the com-
pany.
First, the space between the han-

dles is optimized to engage
where the hand is strongest for
maximum force. Second, an
oversized finger choil is inte-
grated as another place to rest the
forefinger, providing added sta-
bility. Last, the nose of the pliers
is off-axis for improved line of
sight and control when removing
the hook from a fish’s mouth.

The pliers are a hot-forged alu-
minum construction, strong but
light, and corrosion-resistant.
The spring-loaded pliers lessen
hand fatigue and are held in
check by a plunge lock – mean-
ing the tool won’t open unex-
pectedly when you’re on the

Major League Fishing Bass Pro Tour angler Ish Monroe
wins Toyota Series event with a blow-out in Calif. Delta

Major League Bass Pro angler Ish Monroe raises up his ‘thrill of victory’ trophy in the
California Delta tournament in Oakley, California. (Photo/Courtesy: Bass Pro)

when the second day rolled
around, he went right back to
where he started the first day.

"Obviously, if you catch 20
pounds somewhere so fast, you’ll
go back and check it out," Mon-

roe said. "I went to that same
stretch and caught one good one
and a few decent ones to get me
started. From there, I went to the
area I wanted to fish the first day
and started throwing a frog."
Monroe is known for his

prowess with a frog, and he
proved why again on the Califor-
nia Delta with some key fish, in-
cluding a 7-pounder on the
second day.

"I got to my spot and missed a
giant," Monroe said. "About 30
feet further down the stretch, I
caught that 7-pounder. I already
had a 4- and 6-pounder boxed,
and that's how I got that bag.”

His frog this week was yet an-
other product that bears his
name, the River2Sea Ish Monroe
Phat Mat Daddy Frog in the yel-
low head color. He fished it on
his signature series 7-foot, 4-inch
heavy Daiwa Tatula Elite rod
with a 7.1:1 Daiwa Tatula Elite
reel spooled with 55-pound-test
Daiwa Samurai braided line.

Going into the final day, Monroe
had a lead of 7 pounds, but on a
fishery with plenty of 10-
pounders swimming around, he
knew he would have to catch

them again to secure the win.

"I started the day in the same
general area I’d been fishing all
week," said Monroe, who re-
vealed he was in what locals
refer to as the "Middle Delta"
area. "I didn't fish the same exact
areas, but I was close by all three
days."

On the final day, he started fast
and quickly caught a limit
punching in water that was be-
tween 1 and 6 feet, the critical

“Obviously, if you catch 20
pounds somewhere so fast,
you’ll go back and check it
out," Monroe said. "I went to
that same stretch and caught
one good one and a few de-
cent ones to get me started.
From there, I went to the area
I wanted to fish the first day
and started throwing a frog."

depth he targeted all week.

"Right off the bat, I had a limit,"
he said. "After that, I ran to my
frog area and never got bit. I
made another little move and
caught one about 4 pounds
punching and then caught one
over 8 pounds and that did it."

The top 10 pros on the Califor-
nia Delta finished:

1st: Ish Monroe of Oakdale,
Calif.., 15 bass, 65-13, $23,420

2nd: Beau Joudrey of Oakley,
Calif., 15 bass, 49-6, $9,075

3rd: Mark Lassagne of Dixon,
Calif., 15 bass, 46-14, $7,026

4th: Michael Caruso of Peoria,
Ariz., 15 bass, 45-2, $5,855

5th: Bryant Smith of Roseville,
Calif., 15 bass, 44-14, $5,269

6th: Ken Mah of Elk Grove,
Calif., 14 bass, 44-7, $4,747

7th: Jon Strelic of El Cajon,
Calif., 15 bass, 43-2, $4,298

8th: Logan Huntze of Discov-
ery Bay, Calif., 15 bass, 42-0,
$3,513

9th: Joe Uribe Jr. of Surprise,
Ariz., 15 bass, 41-14, $2,927

10th: Tai Au of Glendale, Ariz.,
15 bass, 39-15, $2,342

A complete list of results can be
found at FLWFishing.com.

On the final day, he started
fast and quickly caught a
limit punching in water that
was between 1 and 6 feet, the
critical depth he targeted all
week.

The only thing I wish this
knife had that it does not is
a lockback feature. That’s
always a big safety feature,
particularly in a knife
likely to be used for work.
A slip-joint knife can acci-
dentally close on your fin-
gers if you’re not careful,
so it requires an extra
measure of caution when
using.

move or catching fish.
A nylon sheath is included, along
with a coiled lanyard and D-ring
attachment—you definitely don’t
want to lose these pliers over-
board. Wire cutters on the side
offer added functionality.
The Magniplier’s jaw tips are

purposely biased open. There’s a
tolerance range for the gap, en-
suring that the cutters will close
completely when gripping an ob-
ject. Even small hooks can be de-
barbed and manipulated, and it’s
got the power for big saltwater
hooks, as well.
It’s more expensive than many

pliers, less costly than some at
$85, but the value is definitely
there. See details at
https://www.gerbergear.com/en-
us/shop/cutting-tools/all-cutting-
tools/magniplier-salt-31-003556.


